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YOUR OPPORTUNITY REGION‘

The Rockford MSA, encompassing Boone and
Winnebago Counties, is a great place to locate or
expand your business. Doing business here provides
opportunities and advantages including a skilled
workforce, great logistics, and a low cost of living. These
vital assets make the area ideal for employers as well as
employees.
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Get to know the Rockford MSA and all of its assets.

Location

The Rockford MSA sits contiguous to the Chicago
Metropolitan Area in Northern lIllinois and includes
Boone and Winnebago Counties. Our region is 65 miles
northwest of Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport, 90
miles east of the Mississippi River, and adjacent to the
Wisconsin state line. Its location allows for easy access to
regional, national, and international markets.

We are globally connected with international firms
and generate $2.3 billion in annual exports. The MSA
manufactures items used around the world.

Mean Elevation (above sea level)...........c........... 715 feet
Latitude.......ccovveieieiiiiie e N 42°16° 07~
Longitude........cooeiiiiiiiiiice e W 89° 05’ 48”

Income Characteristics

Source: US Census Bureau American Community Survey 2015 1-year estimates

Median Household Income.........ccccooeeeeeeeviiiiieinnnen. $51,036
Mean Household Income..........ccccceeeeevieiieeeiieiiinnnn. $64,934
Per Capita Personal Income $26,281

Quick Facts

The current investment exceeds $1.5 billion in the
Rockford MSA
- $812 million healthcare industry investment by four
healthcare systems
- $350 million investment at the Fiat Chrysler Automobile
plant as the company retools for the production
of the Jeep Cherokee
- $300 million investment in the new 450,000SF facility
by Woodward, Inc.
- $40 milion maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
facility completed for AAR Corp. at Chicago Rockford
International Airport (RFD) to repair wide-body jets.
- $20 million terminal expansion at RFD

We are a Region of Opportunity

The Rockford MSA ranks #6 on the “Forbes’ Opportunity
Cities: 19 Places Where It May Be Easier to Make Your
Mark.”

It's never been easier to get around
The tollway has been expanded. Our gateway entrances
at Genoa Road, Irene Road, South Main Street, and West
State Street have been completed.

The place to be

City Market, Friday Night Flix, Tough Mudder, Rockford
ProAm, Stroll on State, Boone County Fair, Screw City
Beer Festival, Heritage Days and Hometown Christmas in
Belvidere- these are just a few of the events that have
given thousands of people something cool to do. And
did we mention the mix of eclectic shops, bars, and
restaurants?

NOTE: Allinformation provided in the Quick Reference Guide, unless otherwise noted, is for the Rockford Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).
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Cost of Living Index

Source: C2ER (2015 Annual Average). Using data provided by community
researchers, key expenses in dozens of major cities are compared. Costs include
housing, utilities, transportation and health care.

New York (Manhattan), NY........ccccooovineeiiiiiineeninnns 227.4
San DIiegO, CA ... 144.8
Chicago, IL.....uueeiiiiiiiee e 116.2
DEeNVEr, CO..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e 109.6
MIiNNeapolis, MN.........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 108.2
MadiSON, W .....cooiiiiiiiiiiieei e 104.5
Joliet-Will County, IL ......ccooviiiiieeiiiiiiee e 100.9
Milwaukee-Waukesha, WI............cccoceviiiiiiiininen. 100.3
Quad Cities (Davenport-Moline-Rock Island), IL-IA 98.6
PEOIIA, L.t 98.2
AUSTIN, TX ottt 96.0
PROENIX, AZ ... 95.9
Champaign-Urbana, IL...........cccoveeiiiiiiiieiiiiiee s 95.6
Detroit, Ml........ooiiiiiiiiiie e 95.3
WICKHITA, KS . 93.1
St. LOUIS, MO it 92.5
ROCKFOI, IL .. 92.1
INdianapolis, IN........cooeiiiiiiiee i 91.1
Columbus, OH .....ooiiiiiiiiiii e 90.5
DeS MOINES, A ..o 89.8
Springfield, 1L ... 88.9
Climate

Source: National Weather Service

Average Winter Temp................ 24.20F...coiiinn -4.33°C
Average Summer Temp............. 71.8°F..ccvvenneen. 22.1°C
Average Annual Rainfall.......... 36.24 in............. 92.05 cm
Average Annual Snowfall........ 36.70 iN............. 91.44 cm
Average Annual Days At or Below Freezing.......... 133.5
Heating Degree Days.........ccccoviveeeiiieenieeeniiee e 6,569
Co0liNg Degree DAYS.........cccciiveeiiiieiiieesiieesiiee s 820
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Population Characteristics

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates Program

Population Trends 2015 2010 2000
Rockford MSA 340,663 349,224 321,042
City of Rockford 148,278 152,938 151,826
Winnebago County 287,078 295,101 278,989
Boone County 53,585 54,123 42,053
Gender # %

Male......coooviiiiiiii 166,726 .....eveeeiernnne 49.9
Female.......cccoooeiiiiiiis 173,937 oo Silm(l
Age Structure # %

0-14 YEAS ...uvviviiieieieeeeaeeeeee e 66,909........ccc0uiiiiieeennn. 19.6
15-19 years ..coooeeeeeeiiieiiiiiiieeeeen 22,930 6.7
20-24 YEAIS ...uvviiiiiiieiieaeeeeee e 20 B S — 6.3
25-34 YEAIS ...uviiiiiiiiiieeieeeiiis 40,732 12.0
35-54 years . ...coccoeeieieiiieeieiiis 89,348 26.2
55-64 YEAIS ...uvvviiiiiiiiieeiieieeeieeiis 45,466.........cccccnn 13.3
65 years and over ............cccceeeen. 53,721 e 15.8
Population Growth 2010-2015 2000-2010
Population Change...................... -8,561 ..., 19,621
Annual Growth Rate................... -0.245%.......cccce... 0.407%

Wider Population

Source: Missouri Census Data Center, 2010-2014 American Community Survey Estimates

WiIthin 25 MUIES ...eviiiiiiieeeeee e 507,758
WiIthin 50 MUIES ... 2,440,752
WIithin 100 MUIES ..vveeeiiiiiiieieeciiee e 13,474,624
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Incentives

Source: Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Common within the Rockford MSA communities work
enthusiastically with new and expanding companies
to create a higher standard of living for the region’s
residents. Incentives are an investment in the future
economic well-being of a company and as such a
return on investment of jobs, tax revenue, community
cooperation, and capital investment is expected.
Incentives and a location decision must make good
fiscal sense to all parties involved.

This region offers an array of incentive programs
for new and expanding businesses as well as
entrepreneurs. These programs are designed to assist
a wide selection of qualifying companies in various
stages of their economic growth.

GrowthDimensions.org

T: 815.547.4252

State-designated Enterprise Zones
Belvidere/Boone County, Global Trade Park, Loves
Park/Machesney Park, Rockford 1-90, and Rockford EZ 1.

Tax Increment Financing Districts
Rockford, Cherry Valley, Loves Park, Machesney Park,
Rockton, and South Beloit.

Flexible Financing
Industrial Development Revenue Bond and Revolving
Loan Fund programs available.

Immigration Through Investment
A new incentive program where foreign companies
investing in the region can receive EB-5 Visas.

Foreign Trade Zone #176

The RAEDC administers FTZ #176 (Foreign Trade Zone #176) on behalf of the
Chicago Rockford International Airport.

The FTZ program is a partnership of the U.S. government and private sector
importers. Each approved location is specially-designated area and
considered to be outside of U.S. Customs territory. For that reason, when
cargo arrives in the country for an FTZ operator, it does not immediately
clear Customs. The cargo receives preferential treatment with duties
deferred, reduced or eliminated. In addition, there are supply chain,
inventory control and other savings available through the FTZ program.

For information regarding participation, contact your local
economic development organization.

Info@GrowthDimensions.org
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Taylor Co
erospace Manufacturing Product/Service
ing Coordinators INC. ......ccccevveeeiiiieeiiieeiieenns 1,500 Syncreon
Product/Service Pharmaceutical Packaging Product/Service ..Automotive Supplier
Winnebago County
Product/Service...
Harlem Consolidated School
Product/Service

Courtesy of the RACVB

GrowthDimensions.org T: 815.547.4252 Info@GrowthDimensions.org
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Max Gersh
Used with permission frofm the
Rockford Register Star and rrstar.com
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Courtesy of the RACVB
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About Rockford Area Economic Development Council

The role of the RAEDC is to collaborate with regional stakeholders
to cultivate opportunities for primary job growth that increase
the economic well-being of our region. The RAEDC markets the
region to attract new capital investment, while assisting existing
business with resources for sustainable growth. The RAEDC works
closely with many partners to improve the competitiveness of
the region by taking what it learns from the region’s employers
and engaging the community in the daily work of economic
development. As the economic development organization for
the region, the RAEDC also serves as the area’s data collection
agency on all new capital investment, retained and created
quality jobs, and renovated commercial/industrial space.

100 Park Ave, Suite 100, Rockford, lllinois 61101

T: 815.987-8118 Information@RockfordIL.com
www.RockfordIL.com

Rockford
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ROCKFORD AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

About Growth Dimensions

Established in 1979, Growth Dimensions provides a
progressive and cooperative environment which
improves the quality of life by fostering economic
opportunity and personal growth. With economic
development partners throughout Belvidere-
Boone County, Growth Dimensions is advancing
a coordinated economic development strategy
to create jobs, promote community assets and
stimulate capital investment through business
retention and attraction efforts.

401 Whitney Blvd., Belvidere, lllinois 61008
T: 815.547.4252 Info@GrowthDimensions.org
www.GrowthDimensions.org




